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Area of minimal flood hazard, usually depicted
on FIRMs as above the 500-year flood level. 

Coastal areas with a 1% or greater chance of flooding and 
an additional hazard associated with storm waves. These 
areas have a 26% chance of flooding over the life of a 
30-year mortgage.

Area of moderate flood hazard, usually the area between the 
limits of the 100-year and 500-year floods. Are also used to 
designate base floodplains of lesser hazards, such as areas 
protected by levees from 100-year flood, or shallow flooding 
areas with average depths of less than one foot or drainage 
areas less than 1 square mile.  

Areas with a 1% annual chance of flooding and a 26% 
chance of flooding over the life of a 30-year mortgage. 
Because detailed analyses are not performed for such 
areas; no depths or base flood elevations are shown 
within these zones. 
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